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Dear members and friends of St. Matthew’s,   
 

 

Luke 24:1-12:  But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body.  4 While they were perplexed 
about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.  5 The women 
were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground. 

 

These first sentences in the Easter story in Luke’s Gospel evoke many smells: the 

early morning, the spices, the smell of death. 

The deep and abiding mystery of the Christian faith is the claim that God came to 

earth in human form and, therefore, that our physical selves are closely connected to 

the divine.  

There is much in the Bible stories that evoke the five senses and thereby open win-

dows to God’s presence with us. Over this Easter season, I plan to use the sermons 

to explore all five senses and even a sixth! 

How does the sense of smell work? Our ability to smell comes from specialized sen-

sory cells, called olfactory sensory neurons, which are found in a small patch of tissue 

high inside the nose. These cells connect directly to the brain. The olfactory system is 

the only human sense that connects directly to the forebrain, bypassing all the other 

parts. The forebrain is the most ancient part of the brain, present in the very first 

mammals who roamed the earth hundreds of millions of years ago. Infact, the sense 

of smell is more closely linked with memory than any of our other senses. A smell can 

trigger the memory of a long-forgotten event or experience.  

What smells do you associate with Easter? What fragrances can transport us back to 

the moment of Christ’s resurrection? Bread, food, and flowers are part of the wonder-

ful cultural trappings of Easter. But what about the smell of the earth? The women 

(Continued on page 2) 

David’s Dialogue 

Did you miss these recent services? 

• Mar. 20: Video recording: Sermon: Under the Cloud. 

• Mar. 27: Video recording: Sermon:  Reconciliation 
• Apr. 03: Video recording:  Sermon discussed various struggles people and countries have 

• Apr. 10: Video recording:  Sermon titled: the Donkey 
• Apr. 15: Video recording:  Good Friday service. 

• Apr. 17: Video recording:  Easter Sunday 

https://youtu.be/HnYx7RB4W-0
https://youtu.be/IGb6mbMOoGo
https://youtu.be/zunGP5W7zUU
https://youtu.be/G836PyWMSG0
https://youtu.be/JYCHgI1Vo14
https://youtu.be/cF1_G5hU3h0
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came to the tomb in the early morning when the ground was wet with due. The graveyard was a 

place of digging. There was even a garden there. And the Bible says, “The women were terri-

fied and bowed their faces to the ground…” In this posture, they would have breathed deep-

ly the smell of the earth. 

A gardener I heard on the radio last year said that she knows Spring has arrived because she 

can smell it.  It is a fragrance that we have all filled our lungs with though we may never have 

put a name to it. We could call it the smell of dirt. Dirt is the product of death, of ancient rock 

eroding, and of trees and plants and animals decaying. Dirt is the source of life. It is what allows 

the seed to give birth to the plant, the bulb to the flower, grass to its grain, the tree to its leaves 

and fruit, the source of food for all things living.  

“How do we know Christ rose from the grave?” someone 

may challenge us. “How do we know there is reason to 

hope when things look bad? How do we know there  

is life beyond death? How do we know?” We know be-

cause we can smell it. The smell of the earth is a scent 

of Easter. 

Amen and thanks be to God. 
 

Rev. David Kim-Cragg  ᐊᐧᐦᑯᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ  wahkohtowin;   

Minister at St. Matthew’s United Church (he/him)   

David’s Dialogue (Continued from page 1) 

April 24: Senior’s Luncheon after church! 
Brought to you by Karen Jarvis and friends.  Please join us for a tasty lunch and enjoy a chat 

with your church friends.  Let Karen know you’ll be attending. (905) 780-9235 

A look across the rivee early on a spring 

morning.  Photo by Marj Andre 

Health Ministry Walkathon: Rev. David Sets A Goal. 

The Walkathon is on once again.  On May 6, Rev. David will undertake to walk 21kms in support 

of St. Matthew’s Health Ministry. Last year he travelled from the northeast corner of the parish 

(Bertha Mohl’s house) to the southwest (Grant and Marylou’s house). This year he will travel 

northwest to southeast. This time the starting point will be Robert and Norma Chen’s house 

and the finishing point with be Grace Cheng’s house. (Those who know their geography will 

note that he has once again wisely chosen to walk downhill.)  
 

St. Matthew’s health ministry has provided invaluable support and healing for the congregation 

and the wider community over the years. During the pandemic, Linda and her team have been 

a rock of solid advice and source of guidance. Our health ministry continues to be relevant and 

an important focus of our mission for the congregation. Last year Rev. David set a goal of 

raising $100 per kilometre. Let’s see if we can do it again and raise over $2,100 for our Health 

Ministry. Editor’s note: To sponsor Rev. David’s walk, write that on your offering envelope. 
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Upcoming Services & Activities: 
• APRIL 24: Senior’s Luncheon.  This will be an in-person only luncheon after service. Let Karen Jarvis know 

if you are coming. 

• The Craft Group is meeting each Tuesday at 1:30 pm in Room 101.  

• Wednesday Coffee Hours. Meet your church friends online using Zoom each Wednesday at 10 am us-

ing this link.  It stays the same each week. Or join by phone:  PH: 647 558 0588, Meeting ID: 824 2541 

1605; Passcode: 490241  

• Now until April 30th. Health Ministry Walk-a-thon. Get your participation form and your sponsorship 

sheet from our Parish Nurse.  They’ll also be available in the Narthex. Others – please consider a donation 

to the Health Ministry or a walker—perhaps sponsor Rev. David as he walks 21 km on May 6th!! 

• Wednesday Coffee Hours at 10 am using this link provided in David’s email.  Or join by phone using this 

information:  PH: 647 558 0588, Meeting ID: 824 2541 1605; Passcode: 490241  

• May 5th, 7 pm to 9 pm. Attend a step down the path to Truth and Reconciliation. Join the Indigenous Ac-

tion Committee as they and communities across Turtle Island come together to honour victims, survivors 

and families affected by the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) crisis. Join us 

for a candlelit vigil, traditional drumming, speakers and an awareness walk.  Meet at the large park gaze-

bo behind Elgin Barrow Arena. Look for the red dresses and please wear red in solidarity. 

• May 1. Recycling after service. Meet Bertha Mohl at her van with your recyclables after the service is over.  

(First Sunday most months.) 

• May 11. Foot Clinic is from 9 am to 1 pm.  Contact Vicki White to schedule an appointment. (Second 

Wednesday most months.) 

• May 29th. Last day to receive gift card orders before order is placed. 

• June 7 at 8 pm. Health Ministry Charity Night at the Curtain Club. Tickets are $20. Proof of vaccination 

must be shown and masks worn.. The play is a comedy titled 'I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change'. 

Health Ministry Charity Night at the Curtain Club.   
Tuesday, June 7 at 8 pm. Tickets are $20 

•  The play is a comedy titled 'I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change'. (Mature content/  
    Language). Proof of vaccination and masks required, 

• Storyline: Everything you have ever secretly thought about dating, romance, sex, mar-
riage, lovers, partners, husbands and wives but were afraid to admit comes to life in this 

hilarious musical.  Get ready for some great laughs and delightful music on love and rela-

tionships over the years.     CONTACT HELEN SMITH FOR TICKETS (905) 884-1059. 

NEXT GIFT CARD ORDER DEADLINE IS MAY 29th! 

• MAY 29th will be your last date to order before our vendor closes for the summer! 

• Send your order to Doreen by email, hand it to me at church, or put it in the office with my 

name on it.  Check out the order form on our website.  There are also copies in the narthex. 

• You can add your cheque with the order or simply etransfer to coynedwc@gmail.com from 

your bank account.  Then I’ll move it to the church’s Gift Card account so that we do not in-

cur fees for the etransfer. 

• Your orders should be ready by JUNE 5th. Note: the next order date will be in SEPTEMBER. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82425411605?pwd=SFZ4azZjM3pERTN3b2dPVW9IWEdPdz09
mailto:coynedwc@gmail.com
https://www.stmatthewsuc.ca/_files/ugd/dae84d_b5c861f1a09c4141af746dda43ae8a17.pdf
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From the Worship committee 

As you may recall, in January of this year, many of us had the opportunity to wel-
come a guest speaker, Jay Shea, from Richmond Hill, who spoke to us about his ex-
periences as an Indigenous person and about the newly formed Indigenous Action 
Committee, a non-profit organization of Indigenous York Region residents who 
have come together to give a voice to the Indigenous community in Richmond Hill 
and beyond about local Indigenous affairs. Following the presentation, Jay men-
tioned to us that one way our Church can support the efforts of this group would 
be to participate in their public events.  That opportunity has come! 
 

Here is the announcement from the Indigenous Action Committee Facebook page:    
On May 5th, communities across Turtle Island come together to honor victims, 
survivors and families affected by the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en and Girls (MMIWG) crisis. Join us for a candlelit vigil, traditional drumming, 
speakers and an awareness walk.  Meet at the large park gazebo behind Elgin 
Barrow Arena. Look for the red dresses. Wear red in solidarity. 
 

All are welcome.  Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022; Time: 7 pm to 9 pm 

Location: Gazebo behind the Elgin Barrow Arena, Richmond Hill  
 

From Naomi Knight, Chair of Worship:  My hope is that a group of people from St. 
Matthew’s will take another step forward along the path to Truth and Reconcilia-
tion and attend this ceremony.  If you have any questions, or are interested in 
attending, please email me using this link. Or send an email to Doreen and Valery 
in the Church office.  Rides to and from the event are available. 
 

Late Breaking News: The Indigenous Action Committee is asking you to donate red 
dresses for use in upcoming ceremonies—any size, for children, youth or adults. 
This violence impacts our women and girls of all ages. The red dresses will be used 
at the May 5th and other events that they put on as a way to honour our stolen 
sisters. We will have a drop off box in the Narthex until April 24. Or let Naomi 
know you have something to donate. 

I’ve had mine. Have you had yours yet?  The fourth COVID shot is now available. You must be 60 

or older and had your 3rd dose no less than 84 days before this one or ideally 140 days earlier. As the 
nurse told me, if you want it after 84 days, they want you to have it.  A great clinic close to us is in 

Vaughan at 9060 Keele.  VISIT this link or google “york region covid clinics”.    From your editor—Doreen  

mailto:ne_knight@hotmail.com
https://www.york.ca/health/covid-19/covid-19-vaccination-clinics

